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With two clinical trials underway and a third set to begin later this year, Dicerna
Pharmaceuticals is today moving into a new lab and office space that's twice the size of its
Watertown headquarters.

Dicerna (Nasdaq: DRNA), a biotech firm developing RNA interference drugs which can turn
off disease-causing genes, will hold a celebration this afternoon of its new offices at 87
Cambridgepark Drive in Alewife. It's a building with a rich history, the formerly occupied the
iconic Genetics Institute, then Wyeth Pharmaceuticals and, later, Pfizer until last summer.
Dicerna is leasing 37,000 square feet, more than half the total, and the whole space has
been newly-renovated into an open-floor office space by owner King Street Properties.

Jim Weissman, Dicerna's chief business officer, said both he and CEO Douglas Fambrough
have long been proponents of an open office environment, where executives work alongside
the rest of the employees in a non-hierarchical model that encourages collaboration and
informal meetings. For Weissman, that preference was largely influenced by his 12 years
working in Japan, where that style of office is common.

The 87 Cambridgepark Drive site had three large skylights and a large central staircase
which was filled in to create a large main floor, and Weissman said the building was a
perfect fit for the company that's grown from 20 to 35 employees over the past year, with
plans to add another 10 or so this year. He said the lab infrastructure was "great," the
location was right on the Red Line but easier to drive to than Kendall Square, and the small,
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two-story building allowed the company to occupy the majority of the building so as to
foster more of a sense of community.

Fambrough, a former general partner at Oxford Bioscience Partners who co-founded the
company in 2007, says he, too, prefers the open plan to a more traditional layout in which
executive offices are determined by size.

"It suppresses collaboration, and collaboration is critical to what we're doing," he said in an
interview this week.

It's from this office that Dicerna is planning what Fambrough calls a "watershed" year for
the company, when it will report the first clinical trial data from two of its early-stage drugs.
One is aimed at various cancers, and began last April, while the other is set to begin later
this year in patients with a rare genetic disease called primary hyperoxaluria type 1, for
which there are no treatments.

Attending today's ribbon-cutting will be Cambridge Mayor David Maher, Vice Mayor of
Cambridge Dennis Benzan, State Rep. Jay Livingstone, Massachusetts Life Sciences Center
President Susan Windham-Bannister and MassBio President Bob Coughlin.

"Today is an exciting day for Dicerna, for Cambridge, for the Commonwealth and for the
many people around the world who stand to benefit from Dicerna's work," said Gov. Charlie
Baker in a statement. "We welcome Dicerna's expansion here in the commonwealth, and
look forward to their ongoing contributions to our thriving life sciences community."
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